Checklist for small power plant applications and exemptions

In order to provide clarity, the AUC has identified a number of criteria and questions that should be considered by applicants when determining what issues to consider in making an application for a power plant approval or exemption. It is not possible to anticipate every possible scenario/factor that could arise, but the AUC has identified the most common ones and assembled them in the following checklist to provide guidance to power plant owners. The checklist does not replace or alter the requirements in the applicable acts, regulations or rules.
	#
	Question – issue to consider
	YES/NO?
	Process implication

	
	
	
	

	1.
	Is the power plant rating 1 megawatt (MW) or greater?
	?
	If yes, file a power plant application unless you are seeking an exemption from s. 11 of the HEE Act. 
If no, and you are applying for a power plant approval, proceed to question 2.

If no, and you believe you are exempted from s. 11 of the HEE Act, proceed to question 6.

	
	
	
	

	
	Small power plant applications
	
	

	2.
	For all power plants with a rating greater than 10 kW, but less than 1 MW please consider the following questions to clarify the use(s) of your power plant.
	
	If your power plant is less than 10 kW a power plant application is not required.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2a.
	Is your project an emergency generator? Is this an essential service (i.e. fire, police, hospital etc.)?
	?
	If yes, please specify.

	2b.
	Is your project a temporary generator? How long will this generator be required?
	?
	If yes, please specify.

	2c.
	Is your project a standby generator? How will this generator be operated?
	?
	If yes, please specify.

	2d.
	Is your project considered a micro generation project pursuant to the Micro Generation Regulation?
	?
	If yes, please specify.

	2e.
	All other small generation…provide details.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Does your power plant comply with AUC Rule 012 – Noise Control? 
If your project clearly meets the criteria set out in Rule 012 s. 3.2(2) you may only be required to submit the Noise Impact Assessment Summary Form (Appendix 3 in AUC Rule 012). Otherwise a detailed noise impact assessment is required and must be included in the power plant application.
	?
	

	
	
	
	

	4.
	Provide details regarding the type of notification or consultation performed, and the results, including any objections received. Are there any unresolved objections?
	?
	If yes, please specify.

	
	
	
	

	
	What is required?
	
	

	5.
	File a small power plant application under s. 4 of AUC Rule 007 with the information requested in questions 2-4.
Applicants must use the AUC’s electronic application system (Digital Data Submission – DDS). 

Select: 

Fac-Elec Power Plant (application category)

Power Plant (type)

Indicate on Schedule 1 that your power plant is less than 1 MW, and then complete the small power plant form.
	
	The AUC will/may proceed without further process, subject to the adequacy of the information provided in the application, and the Commission finding that the project is in the public interest. 



	
	
	
	

	
	Small power plant exemptions
	
	

	6.
	Is the electricity produced by the power plant solely for the applicant’s own use?
Provide details that confirm the generator is for the applicants own use, and not connected to the Alberta Interconnected Electric System.
	?
	If yes, please specify.

	
	
	
	

	7.
	Does your power plant comply with AUC Rule 012 – Noise Control? 

If your project clearly meets the criteria set out in AUC Rule 012 s. 3.2(2) you may only be required to submit the Noise Impact Assessment Summary Form (Appendix 3 in AUC Rule 012). Otherwise a detailed noise impact assessment is required and must be included in the power plant application.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	8.
	Provide details regarding the type of notification or consultation performed, and the results, including any objections received. Are there any unresolved objections?
	
	If yes, please specify.

	
	
	
	

	
	What is required?
	
	

	9.
	File an exemption application under s. 1.4 of AUC Rule 007 with the information requested in questions 6-8.

Applicants must use the AUC’s electronic application system (Digital Data Submission – DDS). 

Select: 
Fac-Elec Power Plant (application category)

Power Plant Exemption (type)
	
	The AUC will/may proceed without further process, subject to the adequacy of the information provided in the exemption application, and the Commission finding that the project is exempt from s. 11 of the HEE Act. 
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